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FIRST OF NEW MTD ELECTRIC SHUTTLES
ARRIVES IN SANTA BARBARA

SANTA BARBARA — Over twenty-five years after the launch of the nation’s first electric
transit fleet, Santa Barbara MTD recently welcomed the first of fourteen new BYD battery
electric vehicles.

MTD’s existing fleet of fourteen twenty-two foot E-Bus electric shuttles serve the
Downtown-Waterfront Shuttle on State Street and Cabrillo Boulevard, the Crosstown
Shuttle route connecting Santa Barbara’s Eastside and Westside neighborhoods, and the
Seaside Shuttle loop in Carpinteria.

The new shuttles have modern battery-electric technology and a slightly larger passenger
capacity, as they are 30 feet long. The shuttles are the same width as the original fleet.
In addition to new battery technology, the BYD fleet will be equipped with GPS technology
and will be trackable with MTD’s new SBMTD BusTracker smartphone app.

The fully-electric pilot vehicle made the 130 mile drive from BYD’s Lancaster facility to
Santa Barbara MTD’s bus yard on one charge, and still had approximately 30 percent
battery remaining.

The pilot shuttle will continue to undergo testing and drivers and mechanics will be trained
on the new vehicle. The new shuttles will begin to be integrated with the old over the next
several months, eventually retiring

Photo opportunity available at:

De La Guerra Plaza, in front of Santa Barbara City Hall

Tuesday, October 10, 2017, 1:00-2:00pm
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